
 

MTO 13.1 Examples: Neidhöfer, Bruno Maderna’s Serial Arrays 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.07.13.1/mto.07.13.1.neidhöfer.php 

http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.07.13.1/mto.07.13.1.neidh%C3%B6fer.php


Example 1. Serial features in Improvvisazione N. 1, Musica su due dimensioni, and Serenata N. 2 

 



Example 2. Types of serial arrays 

(a) matrix (reduced from sketch for Improvvisazione N. 1 in Example 4 below) 
 

  
 

(b) pitch-class series from (a) shown in a one-dimensional array 
 

 
 

(c) pitch array 
 

 
 

(d) pitch-class array containing unordered sets, single entries, and empty positions 
 

 
 
 



(e) Latin square (reconstructed from Improvvisazione N. 1) 
 

 

 
 
 

Example 3. Improvvisazione N. 1, twelve-tone series (sketch) 

 

 



Example 4. Improvvisazione N. 1, matrices 1–12  (sketch) 

 

 
 
 



Example 5. Improvvisazione N. 1, number square (sketch) 

 

 
 
 

Example 6. Improvvisazione N. 1, matrix 11 in staff notation (sketch) 

 

 
 
 



Example 7. Improvvisazione N. 1, measures 36–39, final version 

 

 
 
 



Example 8. Improvvisazione N. 1, register plan for measures 36–39 (sketch) 

 

 
 
 

Example 9. Musica su due dimensioni, construction of four twelve-tone series A-D (sketch) 

 



Example 10. Musica su due dimensioni, the six permutations of three interlocking interval successions (sketch) 

 

 
 
 



Example 11. Musica su due dimensioni, series [a] and three derivations [b]-[d] (sketch) 

 



Example 12. Musica su due dimensioni, matrices for series [a] (sketch) 

 

 
 
 



Example 13. Musica su due dimensioni, number table (reconstruction) 

 

 
 
 

Example 14. Musica su due dimensioni, orchestration of matrices 15 and 16 (sketch) 

 

 
 
 



Example 15. Musica su due dimensioni, opening (ultimately all performed on the melochord) 

 

 
 
 

Example 16. Musica su due dimensioni, assignment of rhythmic values in measures 1–17 

 



Example 17. Serenata N. 2, Latin square (sketch) 

 

 
 
 

Example 18. Serenata N. 2, magic square (sketch) 

 



Example 19. Serenata N. 2, array for measures 183–207 (reconstruction) 

 

 
 
 



Example 20. Serenata N. 2, beginning of array for measures 183–207 realized (sketch) 

 

 
 
 



Example 21. Serenata N. 2, paths chosen in the magic square of Example 18 

 

 
 
 

Example 22. Serenata N. 2, filter values for measures 183–207 (reconstruction) 

 

 
 
 



Example 23. Serenata N. 2, array with rests entered (sketch) 

 

 
 
 



Example 24. Serenata N. 2, final version, measures 183–88 

 

 


