
MTO 21.1 Examples: David B. Easley, Riff Schemes, Form, and the Genre of Early American Hardcore

Punk

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)

http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.15.21.1/mto.15.21.1.easley.php

Figure 1. Depiction of general two-part riff

Example 1. Verse riff (0:13ff.), “Don’t Need It” (Bad Brains)
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Example 2. Verse riff (0:06ff.), “I Don’t Wanna Hear It” (Minor Threat)

Figure 2. Depiction of riff schemes
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Example 3. Chorus riff (0:10ff.), “Nazi Punks Fuck Off ” (Dead Kennedys)

Example 4. Verse riff (0:01ff.), “Out of Step (With the World)” (Minor Threat)

3 of 23



Example 5. Chorus riff (0:22ff.), “Forward to Death” (Dead Kennedys)

Example 6. Verse riff (1:14ff.), “No More” (Black Flag)
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Example 7. Verse riff (0:03ff.), “Joshua’s Song” (Bad Brains)

Example 8. Verse riff (0:08ff.), “Think Again” (Minor Threat)
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Example 9. Chorus riff (0:15ff.), “Screaming at a Wall” (Minor Threat)

Example 10. Verse riff (0:12ff.), “Nervous Breakdown” (Black Flag)
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Example 11. Chorus riff (0:14ff.), “Small Man, Big Mouth” (Minor Threat)
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Example 12. Chorus riff (0:28ff.), “Pay to Cum” (Bad Brains)
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Example 13. Verse riff (0:20ff.), “California Über Alles” (Dead Kennedys)
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Figure 3a. Incidence of riffs with and without at least one scheme (267 riffs)

Figure 3b. Incidence of riff schemes in the corpus, general (267 riffs)

Figure 3c. Incidence of riff schemes in the corpus, specific (267 riffs)
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Figure 4. Incidence of riff schemes within each band’s total number of riffs

Figure 5a. Bad Brains, incidence of riff schemes (58 riffs)
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Figure 5b. Black Flag, incidence of riff schemes (71 riffs)

Figure 5c. Dead Kennedys, incidence of riff schemes (77 riffs)
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Figure 5d. Minor Threat, incidence of riff schemes (61 riffs)

Figure 6a. Incidence of songs with and without at least one riff scheme (93 songs)

Figure 6b. Incidence of songs with riff schemes, by type (93 songs)
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Figure 6c. Incidence of riff schemes within each band’s total number of songs

Figure 7. Lyrics, “Straight Edge” (Minor Threat)
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Example 14a. First gesture (0:05ff.)

Example 14b. Second and third gestures (0:08ff.), “Straight Edge” (Minor Threat)
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Figure 8. Musematic and discursive elements in “Straight Edge”
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Figure 9. Lyrics, “Rise Above” (Black Flag)
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Example 16. Intro (0:05ff.), “Rise Above” (Black Flag)

Figure 10. Chart of musical oppositions, “Rise Above” (Black Flag)
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Example 17. Verse riff (0:28ff.), “Rise Above” (Black Flag)

Figure 11. Musical oppositions and expressive correlations, verse 1, “Rise Above” (Black Flag)
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Example 18. Chorus riff (0:46ff.), “Rise Above” (Black Flag)
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Figure 12. Figure of overall song narrative, “Rise Above” (Black Flag)

Appendix Example 1. Legend for the drum notation

21 of 23



Appendix Example 2. Discography
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