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MTO 21.1 Examples: David B. Easley, Riff Schemes, Form, and the Genre of Early American Hardcore
Punk

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)

http:/ /www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.15.21.1/mto.15.21.1.easley.php

Figure 1. Depiction of general two-part riff

Part 2
Contrasting, concluding gesture

Part 1
Initial gesture

Example 1. Verse 1iff (0:13ff)), “Don’t Need It” (Bad Brains)
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Example 2. Verse riff (0:06£f.), “I Don’t Wanna Hear It” (Minor Threat)
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Figute 2. Depiction of riff schemes
Initial Repetition and Contrast
Y. Part 1 ' Part 2
Exact repetition Initial gesture + exact repetition Contrasting gesture
Statement and Terminal Repetition
. Part 1 E Part 2
Exact repetition Initial gesture + Contrasting gesture + exact repetition
Statement and Terminal Alteration
- Part 1 : Part 2
S edureea Initial gesture + Terminal alteration of initial gesture
Model and Sequential Repetition
. Part 1 E Part 2
G e Initial gesture ' Sequential repetition of initial gesture

2 of 23



Example 3. Chorus riff (0:10ff), “Nazi Punks Fuck Off” (Dead Kennedys)
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Example 4. Verse riff (0:01£f.), “Out of Step (With the Wotld)” (Minor Threat)
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Example 5. Chorus riff (0:22ff.), “Forward to Death” (Dead Kennedys)
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Example 6. Verse riff (1:14ff.), “No More” (Black Flag)
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Example 7. Verse riff (0:03ff.), “Joshua’s Song” (Bad Brains)
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Example 8. Verse riff (0:08ff.), “Think Again” (Minor Threat)
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Example 9. Chorus riff (0:15ff)), “Screaming at a Wall” (Minor Threat)
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Example 10. Verse riff (0:12ff)), “Nervous Breakdown” (Black Flag)
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Example 11. Chorus riff (0:14£f.), “Small Man, Big Mouth” (Minor Threat)
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Example 12. Chorus riff (0:28ff), “Pay to Cum” (Bad Brains)
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Example 13. Verse riff (0:20ff.), “California Uber Alles” (Dead Kennedys)
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Figure 3a. Incidence of riffs with and without at least one scheme (267 riffs)

at least one riff scheme (160 riffs)

no riff scheme (107)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

phrase level scheme (79 riffs) 30%
module level scheme (58)

phrase and module level scheme (23)
general two-part (74)

other (33)

initial repetition and contrast (62 riffs)
statement and terminal repetition (19)
statement and terminal alteration (73)

model and sequential repetition (36)

no scheme (107)

80 90 100
overall % of riffs
Figure 3b. Incidence of riff schemes in the corpus, general (267 riffs)
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 490 100
overall % of riffs
Figure 3c. Incidence of riff schemes in the corpus, specific (267 riffs)
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

overall % of riffs
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Figure 4. Incidence of riff schemes within each band’s total number of riffs

Bad Brains (36 of 58 total riffs)
Black Flag (36 of 71 tortal riffs)
Dead Kennedys (52 of 77 total riffs)

Minor Threat (36 of 61 total riffs)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
% of each band’s total number of riffs

Figure 5a. Bad Brains, incidence of riff schemes (58 riffs)

initial repetition and contrast (13 riffs)
statement and terminal repetition (5)
statement and terminal alteration (19)
model and sequential repetition (7)
general two-part (27)

other (9)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
overall % of riffs
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Figure 5b. Black Flag, incidence of riff schemes (71 riffs)

initial repetition and contrast (10 riffs)
statement and terminal repetition (6)
staternent and terminal alteration (16)
model and sequential repetition (8)
general two-part (39)

other (13)
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Figure 5c. Dead Kennedys, incidence of riff schemes (77 1iffs)

initial repetition and contrast (30 riffs)
statement and terminal repetition (6)
statement and terminal alteration (26)
model and sequential repetition (5)
general two-part (22)

other (20)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
overall % of riffs
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Figure 5d. Minor Threat, incidence of riff schemes (61 riffs)

initial repetition and contrast (9 riffs)

statement and terminal repetition (2)

statement and terminal alteration (12) 20%
model and sequential repetition (16)
general two-part (30)

other (5)
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Figure 6a. Incidence of songs with and without at least one 1iff scheme (93 songs)

no riff scheme (11 songs)

at least one riff scheme (82)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
overall % of songs

Figure 6b. Incidence of songs with riff schemes, by type (93 songs)

initial repetition and contrast (41 songs)
statement and terminal repetition (15)
statement and terminal alteration (49)

model and sequential repetition (30)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 %0 100
overall % of songs
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Dead Kennedys (21 of 23 total songs)

Minor Threat (17 of 22 total songs)

Figure 6c¢. Incidence of riff schemes within each band’s total number of songs

Bad Brains (19 of 19 total songs)

Black Flag (25 of 29 total songs)

86%

] 10 20

30 40 50 60 70 80 90

% of each band’s total number of songs

Figure 7. Lyrics, “Straight Edge” (Minor Threat)

Strophe 1
I'm a person just like you.

But I've got better things to do.

Than sit around and fuck my head.

Hang out with the living dead.
Snort white shit up my nose.
Pass out at the shows.

I don't even think about speed.

That’s something I just don’t need.

I've got the straight edge.

Strophe 2 + Outro
I'm a person just like you.
But I've got better things to do.

Than sit around and smoke dope.
Cause I know that I can cope.

I laugh at the thought of eating ludes.
I laugh at the thought of sniffing glue.

I'm always gonna keep in touch.
Never want to use a crutch.
I've got the straight edge.

I've got the straight edge.
I've got the straight edge.
I've got the straight edge.
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Example 14a. First gesture (0:05£f.)
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Example 14b. Second and third gestures (0:08ff.), “Straight Edge” (Minor Threat)
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Figure 8. Musematic and discursive elements in “Straight Edge”

G-Bb» I'm a person just like you.
musematic| But I've got better things to do.

Than sit around and fuck my head.
C-Bb-F | Hang out with the living dead.

musematic| Snort white shit up my nose.

Pass out at the shows.

discursive

D-C-G I don't even think about speed.
That’s something I just don’t need.
I've got the straight edge.

musematic
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Figure 9. Lyrics, “Rise Above” (Black Flag)

Verse

Jealous cowards try to control.
Rise above, we're gonna rise above.
‘They distort what we say.

Rise above, we're gonna rise above.
Try and stop what we do.

Rise above, we're gonna rise above.
When they can't do it themselves.
Rise above, we're gonna rise above.

Chorus
We are tired of your abuse.
Try to stop us, it’s no use.

Verse
Society’s arms of control.
Rise above, we're gonna rise above.

Think they're smart, can't think for themselves.

Rise above, we're gonna rise above.
Laugh at us behind our backs.
Rise above, we're gonna rise above.

I find satisfaction in what they lack.

Rise above, we're gonna rise above.

Chorus
We are tired of your abuse.
Try to stop us, but it’s no use.
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Instrumental Verse itar solo

Chorus
We are tired of your abuse.
Try to stop us, it’s no use.

Verse

We are born with a chance.

Rise above, we're gonna rise above.
I am gonna have my chance.
Rise above, we're gonna rise above.
We are born with a chance.

Rise above, we're gonna rise above.
And I am gonna have my chance.
Rise above, we're gonna rise above.

Chorus + Outro
We are tired of your abuse.
Try to stop us, it’s no use.

Rise above,
Rise above.
Rise above,
We're gonna rise above,
We're gonna rise above,
We're gonna rise above.



Example 16. Intro (0:05ff.), “Rise Above” (Black Flag)
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Figure 10. Chart of musical oppositions, “Rise Above” (Black Flag)

Gesture #1 Gesture #2
Guitw P h # OO booe tooe fawe  Gui
— = - — —

NAA0 _AQAj 00 L M

Drums Jl—i I. = ! = I'—‘I Drums  Hj "i E F %
L T L — - 1l
| | | -~ |

Higher pitched gesture Lower pitched gesture
Hi-hat and snare drum Introduction of kick drum
Melodic line Power chords

Incomplete drum kit Complete drum kit

Even rhythmic profile Syncopated rhythmic profile
Harmonically open Harmonically closed
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Example 17. Verse riff (0:28ff), “Rise Above” (Black Flag)
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D3 12/
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. 0 - —— P - —— P — — — ]
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Figure 11. Musical oppositions and expressive correlations, verse 1, “Rise Above” (Black Flag)

Call

Lyrics

Jealous cowards try to control.
They distort what we say.

Try and stop what we do.

When they can’t do it themselves.

Response | wa wa m = = m

Lyrics

Rise above, we're gonna rise above,
¥

Rise above, we're gonna rise above.

Rise above, we're gonna rise above.
¥y

Rise above, we're gonna rise above.
¥

Antagonist
------* 8

(“them”)

Riff gestures Correlations
Register (High) Powerless
Texture (Sparse) Nonassertive
Rhythm (Passive) Nonaggressive
Harmonically (Open) 88

Protagonist
- EE O m m ) (“us”
Riff gestures Correlations
Register (Low) Powerful
Texture (Dense) Assertive
Rhythm (Active) Aggressive
Harmonically (Closed)
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Example 18. Chorus riff (0:46ff.), “Rise Above” (Black Flag)
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Figure 12. Figure of overall song narrative, “Rise Above” (Black Flag)

Present and maintain

oppo sitions.

musical and expressive

Dominated by repetition of
G-A gesture, verse refrain,
and large group of vocalists.

Intro

:

Verse

Chorus
Verse

Chorus

Instrumental Verse
(guitar solo)

Chorus

i

Verse

Struggle

\

Chorus + Qutro |

Success

Appendix Example 1. Legend for the drum notation

snare drum

wood block open hi-hat

&

“

|

Fick drum

for=foms

high to low
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Appendix Example 2. Discography

Band

Album

Year

Songs

Bad Brains

“Payto Cum” single

1980

.Pay to Cum
. Stay Clozato Ms

Bad Brains

1982

. Sailin’ On

.Don't Need It

. Attitude

. The Begulator
.Bannedin D.C.

. Jah Calling

7. Supertouch/Shit fit
8. Leaving Babylon
9. Fearless Vampire Killers
10.1

11. Big Take Ower
12 Pay to Cum

13. Faght Brigade
4. T Luv I Jah

[ R S T O R T

[

o,

Rock for Light

1983

—_

. Coptic Times

. Aftitude

. We Will Not

. Sailin’ On

. Rally Round Jah Throne

. Right Brigade

7. FV.E (Feariess Vampire Killers)
& Riot Squad

9. The Mesk

10. Joshua's Song

JI. Banned in D.C.

12. How Low Cana Punk Get?
13. Big Take Over

14 I and ] Swvive

15. Destroy Babylon

16. Rock for Light

17. At the Movies

Ly b 3 b

Elack Flag

Nervous Breakdown

[

. Nervous Breakdown
. Fix Me

I've Had It

Wasted

Jealous Again

1980

. Jealous Again

Fewvenge

White Minonty

No Values

. You Bet We've Got Something Against You!

:L.!_u!._ln—a_.l..l_ul._l

LA

Cracks in the Sidewaik
(compilatiomn)

1980

—_

. Clocked In

Six Pack

1981

. 8ix Pack
.I've Heard It Before
. Amenican Waste

Damaged

&

1981

. Rise Above

. Spray Paint

Six Pack

. What I See

TV Party

Thirsty and Miserable
. Police Story

2. Gimme Gimme Ginume
9. Depression

10. Foom 13

11. DamagedII

12. Mo More

13. Padded Cell

14, Life of Pain

15. DamagedI

[ S TR (N gy | PR N gy —

-1 o

IV Party

1982

I. IV Party
2. I've Got to Run
3. My Fules
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Dead Kennedys

“California Uber Alles” single

. California Uber Alles
. Man With the Dogs

“Holidavin Cambodia™ single

.Holidaw in Cambodia

Police Truck

Fresh Fruit for Rotting Vegetables

1980

—1 oL

SR W N Q) (S Y S

Eill the Poor

. Forward to Death
. When Ya Get Drafted
.Let’s Lynchthe Landlord

Drug Me
Your Emotions

. Chemical Warfare
8
0.

California Uber Alles
IEill Children

10. Stealing People’s Mail
11. Funland at the Beach

12. 11 in the Head

13. Holiday in Cambodia
14. Viva Las Vegas

“Too Dnunk to Fuck™ single

1981

1.

Too Drunk to Fuck

2. The Prev

In God We Trusi, Inc.

1931

¥ SR S R O e |

e

=

. Religious Vormnit

. Moral Majonty

. Hyperactive Child
. Kepone Factory

Dog Bite

Naz Punks Fuck Off

Ve ve Got a Bigger Problem Now
Rawhids

Minor Threat

Minor Threat

1981

Sen A e b b e

Filler
I Don’t Wanna HearIt
Seeing Bed

. Straight Edge

Small Man, Big Mouth
Screaming ata Wall
Bottled Viclence

. Minor Threat

In My Eyes

1981

.In My Eves

. Out of Step (With the World)
. Guilty of Being White

. Steppin’Sione

lex Your Head
{compilation)

1932

. Stand Up

J2XU

Out of Step

1983

I = O B S I T B e N ] [ N WS R N ey %)

. Betray
It Follows

Think Again

.Look BackandLaugh
. Sob Story

.No Feason

. Little Friend

Out of Step
Cashing In

Salad Days

1983

lay bd o Oy

SaladDays
Stumped

_ Good Guys (Den 't Wear White)
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