
 

MTO 23.4 Examples: Duinker and Gauvin, Changing Content in Flagship Music Theory 
Journals, 1979–2014 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.17.23.4/mto.17.23.4.duinker.php 
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Example 1. Topic classification schemes 
 
The left column itemizes the topic scheme used in Goldenberg, 2006. The center column details the topic scheme used in this 
paper in its adapted form from Goldenberg’s scheme. As can be seen, we occasionally amalgamated several of Goldenberg’s 
topics into new, larger topics. In addition, we added two topics not found in Goldenberg’s scheme: mathematics and corpus 
study. (These appear at the bottom of Examples 1 and 2.) The right column indicates topic abbreviations used in this paper. 
Where there are blank entries in this column, the topic was not abbreviated and reads as shown in the middle column. 

 



Example 2. Topic representation across each journal, using the abbreviated topic names from Example 1 
 
Numerical values for each topic represent the percentage of total articles per journal that cover that topic. For instance, we 
found that 17% of all articles in JMT engaged with History of Theory, while only 8% of articles in MTO did so. Percentages 
were rounded to the nearest whole number. Because of this rounding it is possible that percentages listed as 0 actually represent 
a value up to 0.4%. (This is especially important for topics such as Information, which appears to have no articles engage with 
it.) 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Example 3. Prevalence of the five main topics across all journals over time 

Representation of Pop, World, Jazz, Film, or Stage composers/artists across all journalsAll Pop, World, 
Jazz, Film, or Stage  
 

 
 

Example 4. Prevalence of commonly researched topics across all journals over time 

 

 
 
  



Example 5a. Prevalence of Early Music composers in corpus 

Percent values measure each composer’s prevalence among all articles engaging with Early Music composers 
 

 

Example 5b. Representation of Early Music composers across all journals over time 

 

 
 

 

 



Example 6a. Prevalence of Baroque composers in corpus 
 
Percent values measure each composer’s prevalence among all articles engaging with Baroque composers 

 

 
 

Example 6b. Representation of Baroque composers across all journals over time 

 

 
 



Example 7a. Prevalence of Classical composers in corpus 
 
Percent values measure each composer’s prevalence among all articles engaging with Classical composers 

 

 
 

Example 7b. Representation of Classical composers across all journals over time 

 

 
 



Example 8a. Prevalence of 19th-Century composers in corpus 
 
Percent values measure each composer’s prevalence among all articles engaging with 19th-Century composers 

 

 
 

Example 8b. Representation of 19th-Century composers across all journals over time 

 

 
 

 



Example 9a. Prevalence of pre-1945 modern composers in corpus 
 
Percent values measure each composer’s prevalence among all articles engaging with pre-1945 modern composers 

 

 
 

Example 9b. Representation of pre-1945 modern composers across all journals over time 

 

 
 

 

 



Example 10a. Prevalence of post-1945 modern composers in corpus 
 
Percent values measure each composer’s prevalence among all articles engaging with post-1945 modern composers 

 

 
 

Example 10b. Representation of post-1945 modern composers across all journals over time 

 

 
 

 



Example 11a. Prevalence of Pop, World, Jazz, Film, or Stage artists in corpus 
 
Percent values measure each composer’s prevalence among all articles engaging with Pop, World, Jazz, Film, or Stage artists 

 

 
 

Example 11b. Representation of Pop, World, Jazz, Film, or Stage composers / artists across all journals 
over time 

 

 
 

 

 



Example 12. Leading topics across selected composers 

 
 



Example 13. Most-performed composers, by year, according to performance statistics retrieved from 
www.bachtrack.com 
 
The overall rankings were determined by weighting the yearly ranking of each individual composer. The overall journal 
rankings were determined by totaling the number of articles discussing the music of each composer. Thus, for example, while 
Mozart is the second most-performed composer overall, his music is fifth-most frequently discussed in journal articles. 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 14. Tonal and post-tonal composer representation in journals and selected textbooks 
 
The two upper rows chart the rankings of composers who wrote what is typically considered tonal music, along with textbooks 
that cover topics particular to this repertoire. The two lower rows chart the same statistics for composers writing, and textbooks 
focusing on, post-tonal music. The values in parentheses represent the number of journal articles exemplifying each composer, 
and number of musical works per composer referenced in each textbook. The composers listed are the top ten most-represented 
composers in each textbook. (Several lists include more than ten names due to tied rankings.) For example: while Beethoven 
and Brahms are tied as the most-discussed tonal composers among articles in the corpus, four of the five textbooks we 
surveyed contained more examples of music by J.S. Bach than any other composer. 

 
 


