
 

MTO 23.4 Examples: Ferrandino, Voice Leading and Text-Music Relations in David 
Bowie’s Early Songs  

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.17.23.4/mto.17.23.4.ferrandino.php 

 

 
 

Example 1. “Life on Mars,” Verse 1, Prechorus, and Chorus (0:00–1:42) 

 
 

http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.17.23.4/mto.17.23.4.ferrandino.php


Example 2. Chromatic Voice-Leading Patterns in “Life on Mars” 

 
 
 
 

Example 3. “Life on Mars,” Normative Voice-Leading Reduction 

 
 
 
 

Example 4. Expressive Constructs in “Life on Mars” 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Example 5. “Five Years,” sections A, A, B, and C (0:00”1:36) 

 
 
 
 

Example 6. “Five Years,” Divorced Voice-Leading Reduction 

 
 
 



Example 7. Expressive Constructs in “Five Years” 

 
 
 
 

Example 8. “We are the Dead,” Verse and Chorus (0:00-2:15) 

 
 
 
 



Example 9. “We Are the Dead,” Modal Voice-Leading Reduction 

 
 
 
 

Example 10. Expressive Constructs in “We Are the Dead” 

 
 


