
 

MTO 23.4 Examples: Forrest, PL Voice Leading and the Uncanny in Pop Music 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.17.23.4/mto.17.23.4.forrest.php 

 

Example 1. Primary chord progression from “I Got Id” by Pearl Jam, 1995 (0:00) 

 

Example 2. contrary half-step motion between consonant and dissonant intervals 

 

Example 3. Perceptual paradox from E major to C major, adapted from Cohn 2012b 

 

http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.17.23.4/mto.17.23.4.forrest.php


Example 4. Chromatic, major-third relations between consonant triads (a) major PL (b) major LP (c) 
minor PL (d) minor LP (e) major PLP (f) minor PLP 

 
 

Example 5. The Tarnhelm theme from Das Rheingold, Act 1 Scene 3, by Wagner 

 

 

Example 6. “Honey Don’t” by Carl Perkins, 1956, Verse 1 (0:07) 

 



Example 7. “Even Flow” by Pearl Jam, 1991, Chorus (0:59) 

 
 
 

Example 8. “Black” by Pearl Jam, 1991, Verse 2 (1:59) 

 
 
 
  



Example 9. “Look into My Eyes” by Janelle Monae, 2013, Verse 1 (0:16) 

 
 
 
 

 

Example 10. “Something in the Way” by Nirvana, 1991, Verse 1 (0:18) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 11. “Blow Up the Outside World” by Soundgarden, 1996 (0:00) 

 

 

Example 12. “Kiss from a Rose” by Seal, 1994, Verse 1 (0:24) 

 
 
 



Example 13. “Air” by the Talking Heads, 1979 (1:00) 

 
 

 

Example 14. “Two-Headed Boy” by Neutral Milk Hotel, 1998, Verse 1 (0:06) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 15. “People are Strange” by the Doors, 1967, Chorus (0:17) 

 
 
 

 

Example 16. “Under Pressure” by Queen and David Bowie, 1981, Bridge (2:06) 

 
 
 
 

 



Example 17. “Supermassive Black Hole” by Muse, 2006, Chorus (0:48) 

 
 
 
 

Example 18. “Uprising” by Muse, 2009, Chorus (1:22) 

 
 
 
 

Example 19. “Strawberry Fields Forever” by The Beatles, 1967, Chorus (0:20) 

 
 



Example 20. “Where is my Mind?” by the Pixies, 1988, Chorus (0:45) 

 

 

 

Example 21. “Bohemian Rhapsody” by Queen, 1975, Bridge 1 (3:10) 

 
 
 
  



Example 22. “Space Oddity” by David Bowie, 1969 (0:50) 

 

 

Example 23. “Today” by Smashing Pumpkins, 1993, Verse 1 (0:34) 

 



Example 24. “Morning Bell” by Radiohead, 2000, Verse 2 (0:50) 
 

 



Example 25. “Pennyroyal Tea” by Nirvana, 1993 (0:00) 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Example 26. Symphony in E  major, K. 543, finale, by Mozart, adapted from Cohn 2012a, 25 (Fig. 2.5) 

 
 
 
 

Example 27. “King of the World” by Steely Dan, 1973, Verse 1 (0:25) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Example 28. “Gimme Shelter” by the Rolling Stones, 1969, Introduction (0:00) 

 
 
 

Example 29. “Wings” by Little Mix, 2012, Chorus (0:44) 

 



Example 30. “Under the Bridge” by the Red Hot Chili Peppers, 1991, thematically independent terminal 
climax (3:14) 

 
 
 

Example 31a. “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds” by The Beatles, 1967, Verse 1 (0:05), Verse 2 (1:08), 
Verse 3 (2:09) 

 
 
 
 

Example 31b. “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds” by The Beatles, 1967 pitch-class voice leading 

 
 



Example 32. “Jeremy” by Pearl Jam, 1991, Chorus (2:12) 

 
 
 
 

Example 33. “Heathens” by twenty-One Pilots, 2016, Chorus (0:05) 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Example 34. “Memories Can’t Wait” by the Talking Heads, 1979, thematically independent terminal 
climax (2:38) 

 
 
 
 

Example 35. “Wuthering Heighths” by Kate Bush, 1978, Verse 1 (0:07) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Example 36. “Hey Joe” by the Jimi Hendrix Experience, 1966, rhythmic reduction of harmonic ostinato 
(0:08) 

 
 
 
 

Example 37. “A Day in the Life” by The Beatles, 1967, retransition (2:48) 

 
 
 
 

 



Example 38. “I Am the Highway” by Audioslave, 2002, Chorus (1:16) 

 
 
 
 

Example 39. “My Heart Will Go On” by Celine Dion, 1997, Chorus 1 (0:58) and Chorus 3 (3:24) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Example 40. “Penny Lane” by The Beatles, 1967 (0:33) 

 
 
 
 

Example 41. “A Day in the Life” by The Beatles, 1967 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 42. “Birdhouse in your Soul” by They Might Be Giants, 1989, Chorus (0:14) 

 
 
 
 

Example 43. Transformational network from the guitar solo of “Flying High Again” by Ozzy Osbourne, 
1981 (2:32), adapted from Capuzzo 2004 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Example 44. “Peggy Sue” by Buddy Holly, 1957, Chorus (0:44) 

 
 
 
 

Example 45. “I Am the Walrus” by The Beatles, 1967, Chorus (0:54) 

 
 
 
 

Example 46a. “Bohemian Rhapsody” by Queen, 1975 (1:32) 

 
 
 
 

Example 46b. “Bohemian rhapsody” by Queen, 1975 (5:11) 

 



Example 47. “Creep” by Radiohead, 1992, Verse 2 (0:39) 

 
 

Example 48. Lyrics to “Apocalypse Song” by St. Vincent, 2007 

 
 
 



Example 49a. “The Apocalypse Song” by St. Vincent, 2007, Verse 1 (0:04) 

 
 

Example 49b. “The Apocalypse Song” by St. Vincent, 2007, Verse 2 (0:29) 

 
 



Example 49c. “The Apocalypse Song” by St. Vincent, 2007, Verse 3 (1:20) 

 
 
 
 

Example 50. Timeline overview of the 41 examples analyzed above 

 
 
 
 



Example 51. Grunge hits with prominent PL and LP transformations, 1991–1994 

 
 


