
 

MTO 25.1 Examples: Manabe, We Gon’ Be Alright?  

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
http://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.19.25.1/mto.19.25.1.manabe.php 

 
 
 
 

Table 1. Form of “Alright,” Kendrick Lamar and Pharrell Williams 

 

 
 
 

  

http://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.19.25.1/mto.19.25.1.manabe.php


Table 2. “Alright,” hook, MPR chart per Lerdahl and Jackendoff (1983) 

 

 
 
 

  



Table 3. Table 3. “Alright,” hook, MPR chart, per Temperley (2001) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 1. “Alright,” instrumental loop, 0:19–0:36 

 



 

 
 
 

Example 2. “Alright,” drums, 0:19–0:36 

 

 
 
 

  



Table 4. Fabolous, “Awwright,” form 

 

 
 
 

Example 3. Fabolous, “Awwright,” pre-hook in 4/4, 0:00–0:19 

 

 



Example 4. Fabolous, “Awwright,” prehook as 3+5-beats (0:02) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 5. Fabolous, “Awwright,” pre-hook (0:02), 3+2+3 beats 

 

 
 
 

 



Example 6a. Fabolous, pre-hook, beat 1 in a 3+2+3 grouping, difference in pitch with 
neighboring syllable (ratio) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 6b. Fabolous, pre-hook, beat 1 in a 3+2+3 grouping, difference in intensity with 
neighboring syllable (change in dB) 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  



Example 6c. Fabolous, pre-hook, beat 1 in a 3+2+3 grouping, difference in duration with 
neighboring syllable 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 7. Fabolous, Praat graph of volume and pitch, “Stay on the grind” 

 

 
 
 

Example 8. Fabolous, bridge, 1:47, 3+5 grouping 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 9. Kendrick Lamar, “Alright,” pre-hook (1:11), 4444 

 

 
 
 

Example 10. Lamar, “Alright,” verse 2, 1:55 

 

 
 



Example 11. Lamar, “Alright,” verse 1 excerpt (0:45), 3+5 grouping 

 

 
 
 

Example 12a. Lamar, “Alright,” pre-hook (1:12), 3+5 grouping 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 12b. Lamar, “Alright,” pre-hook (1:12), 3+2+3 grouping 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 13a. Lamar, pre-hook, beat 1 in a 3+2+3 grouping, difference in duration with 
neighboring syllable 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 13b. Lamar, pre-hook, beat 1 in a 3+2+3 grouping, difference in intensity with 
neighboring syllable (change in dB) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 13c. Lamar, pre-hook, beat 1 in a 3+2+3 grouping, difference in pitch with neighboring 
syllable (ratio) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 14. Fabolous and Williams, frequencies at hook (1:29) 

 

 
 
 

  



Table 5. “Alright,” Pitch patterns on “We, be, right,” hook (1:29) 

 

 
 
 

  



Table 6. “Alright,” pitches of “al-“ and “right” in hook (1:29) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 19a. “Alright,” hook, Pharrell Williams, 3+5, 0:19ff 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 19b. “Alright” hook, Pharrell Williams, 4/4, 0:19ff 

 

 
 
 

  



Table 7. Cleveland State University protest, July 26, 2015 

  

Table 8. Million Man March, Washington, DC, October 10, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 

  



Table 9. Unión del Barrio protest, downtown Los Angeles, July 7, 2016 

  

 
 

Table 10. #TheRealUW, University of Wisconsin-Madison, April 22, 2016 

 


