
 

MTO 26.2 Examples: Bhogal, Orchestral Tissue, Subordinate Arabesques,  
and Turning Inward in Maurice Ravel’s Boléro 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.20.26.2/mto.20.26.2.bhogal.html  

 
 
 

Example 1. Decorative melody, mm. 5–22 

 
 
 
 

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.20.26.2/mto.20.26.2.bhogal.html


Example 2. Summary of stylistic overlaps and differences between decorative and arabesque 
melody 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 3. Arabesque melody, Rehearsals 2–3 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 4. The harp contributes to the projection of metric ambiguity, Rehearsal 2, mm. 1–6 

 
 
 
 
Example 5. A visual impression of the emerging sonic tapestry as “orchestral tissue,” Rehearsals 

1–4 

 
 
 



Example 6. Rhythmic and tonal ostinati compete for textural prominence before merging at 
Rehearsal 16 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 7. Metric ambiguity in the rhythmic ostinato, mm. 1–2 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 8. A spiral view of outward turning melodies 

 
 
 
 



Example 9. A spiral view of inward turning melodies 

 
 
 
 

 



Example 10. A spiral view of both melody types 

 
 
 
 

 



Example 11. A comparison of the original arabesque melody with the version that emerges at 
Rehearsal 17 

 
 
 
 

Example 12. Triplet figure undergoes timbral transformation in the final four measures 

 
 


