
 

MTO 26.3 Examples: Rodgers and Osborne, Prolongational Closure in the Lieder of 
Fanny Hensel 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)  
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.20.26.3/mto.20.26.3.rodgersosborne.html  

 
 

Example 1. Hensel’s Lieder that end with prolongational closure 

 

 
 
 

  

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.20.26.3/mto.20.26.3.rodgersosborne.html


Example 2. ^5-^1-fill prolongational closure in Grieg, “Ase’s Death” (drawn from William 
Caplin’s forthcoming book Cadence: A Study of Closure in Tonal Music) 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 3. Grieg, “Ase’s Death,” with analytic overlay 

 

 
 
 

Example 4. Hensel, “Über allen Gipfeln ist Ruh,” ending 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 5. Dominant-substitution prolongational closure 

 

 
 
 

Example 6. Another realization of dominant-substitution prolongational closure 

 

 
 
 

Example 7. Early-pedal prolongational closure 

 

 



Example 8. Hensel, “An die Entfernte,” opening strophe recomposed 

 

 
 
 



Example 9. Hensel, “An die Entfernte,” opening strophe as written 

 

 



Example 10. Hensel, “Der Sprosser,” section A 

 



Example 11. Hensel, “Der Sprosser,” section B 

 

 
 
 



Example 12. Hensel, “Der Sprosser,” section B' 

 

 
 
 



Example 13. Hensel, “Fichtenbaum und Palme,” section A 

 



Example 14. Hensel, “Fichtenbaum und Palme,” section B 

 



 



Example 15. Hensel, “Fichtenbaum und Palme,” end of section B recomposed 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 16. Hensel, “Fichtenbaum und Palme,” section C 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 17. Hensel, “Fichtenbaum und Palme,” end of section C recomposed 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 18. Hensel, “Marias Klage,” section A 

 



Example 19. Hensel, “Marias Klage,” section B 

 



 



Example 20. Hensel, “Marias Klage,” section C 

 



 
 
 

Example 21. Robert Schumann’s late Lieder that end with prolongational closure 

 

 


