
 

MTO 27.1 Examples: Hudson, Compound AABA Form and Style 
 Distinction in Heavy Metal 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.21.27.1/mto.21.27.1.hudson.html  

 
 
 

Example 1. Map of AABA form in metal music 

 
 
 
 
  

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.21.27.1/mto.21.27.1.hudson.html


Example 2. Hierarchy of formal structure in metal music 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 3. Van Halen, “Atomic Punk” (1978) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 4. Metallica, “Master of Puppets” (1986), second Verse-Chorus rotation (2:09–3:33) 

 
 
 
 

Example 5. Metallica, “Blackened” (1988), Bridge (2:36–5:50) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 6. AC/DC, “Back in Black” (1980): Two B Sections? 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 7. List of albums in my corpus, with tallies of form types 

 
 
 
 

Example 8. Rotational form patterns, with or without Bridge 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 9. Slayer, “Reign in Blood” (1986) 

 
 
 
 

Example 10. Moore’s Hard Rock-Heavy Metal continuum, extended 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 11. Megadeth, “The Conjuring” (1986) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 12. Percent of tracks with perfect AABA form vs. year of album release 

 



Example 13. Mayhem, “De Mysteriis Dom Sathanas” (1994) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 14. Queensrÿche, “Suite Sister Mary” (1988) 

 
 


