
 

MTO 27.1 Examples: Li, Cantopop and Speech-Melody Complex 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.21.27.1/mto.21.27.1.li.html  

 
 

Example 1. A tone-letter characterization of Cantonese speech tones (from Chow 2012, 12) 

 
 

  

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.21.27.1/mto.21.27.1.li.html


Example 2. Cantonese speech tones and their representation in a “musical scale with their 
proper tone marks” (Wong 1941, 9 in the English chapter) 

 
 

 

Example 3. An excerpt of Eason Chan’s “Fallen Flowers on Flowing Water”  
(From Ho 2006, 1417) 

 
 

  



Example 4. Table of interviewees’ definitions of speech and melody 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 5. Tonal target and melodic interval of 這夜 

 
 
 
 

Example 6. Tonal target and melodic interval of 人的 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 7. Li, “Silly Woman,” Chorus 1 

 
 
 
 

Example 8. Li, “Silly Woman,” Chorus 2 

 
  



Example 9. Hans Holbein’s “The Ambassador” (1533) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 10. The “normal” skull seen from a “correct” perspective  
(From Strachan [1969] 1976, 103) 

 
 
 
 
  




