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MTO 27.1 Examples: Maler, Rhythmic Techniques in Deaf Hip Hop

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.21.27.1/mto.21.27.1.maler.html

Example 1. The Sutton SignWriting symbol for “sign.”
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Figure 1. The letters of the ASL manual alphabet in SignWriting
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Example 2. Wawa, “Only ASL One,” opening, transcribed using Sutton SignWriting. The lyrics
rapped by Wawa in English are: “Her hearing aids were purple, moving hands in a circle.” Each
sign is accompanied here by an English gloss in uppercase letters that summarizes the sign’s
meaning.
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Example 3. Wawa, “Only ASL One,” opening, transcribed using the
dip hop transcription system
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Example 4. Sean Forbes, “A Song For My Haters,” verse 2
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Example 5. Sean Forbes, “Watch These Hands,” verse 2
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Look  at wyour lips and you  asked what's wrong. with us, why we rode the short bus, the
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short  bus to  school I was for - tu - nate e-nough I made it out of Lah-ser High School.
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Example 6. Sean Forbes, “I'm Deaf,” verse 3
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Example 7. Sean Forbes, “Watch These Hands,” opening
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Example 8. Sean Forbes, “I'm Deaf,” verse 3
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Example 9. A transcribed excerpt of Cardi B’s “Bodak Yellow” (2017, 0:14—44)

Cardi B

Said 1iI'  bitch you can't fuck with me if you these ex - pen-sive these is red bot-toms

Hit the store, I can get'em both, I don't and I'm quick cut a ng-ga off so
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Example 10. A transcribed excerpt of Kyle’s verse in Donnie Trumpet and the Social
Experiment’s “Wanna Be Cool” (2015, 2:32-2:44)
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Figure 2. Rhythm-rhyme interaction types in dip hop

Typel Type 3
Signed layer aligned Signed layer aligned
Non-signed layer aligned Non-signed layer not aligned
Type 2 Type 4
Signed layer not aligned Signed layer not aligned
Non-signed layer aligned Non-signed layer not aligned




Example 11. Wawa, “Faceless Man,” verse 2
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Example 12. Wawa, “Only ASL One,” first verse
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Example 13. Sean Forbes, “Two Blown Speakers,” verse 2
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Example 14. Sean Forbes, “I'm Deaf,” verse 3
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Example 15. Signmark, “The Letter,” verse 2
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young so wrong our whole world  was It's like the Rip-per came and took you from us.—
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