
 

MTO 27.2 Examples: Donaldson, Melody on the Threshold in Spectral Music 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.21.27.2/mto.21.27.2.donaldson.html  

 
 
 

  

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.21.27.2/mto.21.27.2.donaldson.html


Example 1. List of pairs discussed in terms of liminal or differential thinking across writers 
variously associated with spectral music 

 



 
Example 2. Opening of Grisey, Prologue 

 
 
 
 

Example 3a. Extract from Grisey, Prologue, showing disintegration of melodic characteristics, 
page 3, system 5 

 
 
 
 

Example 3b. Extract from Grisey, Prologue, showing disintegration of melodic characteristics, 
page 3, system 7 

 
 
 
 
Example 4. Grisey, Prologue, showing complete disintegration of melodic characteristics, page 3, 

system 8 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 5. Vivier, Zipangu, mm.1–18 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 6. Derivation of x and y three-note cells from overtone series in Vivier’s Zipangu 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 7. Haas, de terrae fine. Gradual emergence of melody from Sprachmelodien and pitch 
towards m. 174, marked “wie aus einer anderen Welt commend” 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 8. Haas, de terrae fine, mm. 326–339, showing the return of the melodic idea and 
dissipation into non-melodic material into possibly spectral-influenced harmony 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 9. Harmonizations of cells x and y in Zipangu, variation two, showing frequency of 
(037) and (047) subsets 

 
 
 

Example 10. Vivier, Zipangu, opening of Variation 6 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 11. Saariaho, Papillon III from Sept Papillons, opening 

 
 
 
 

Example 12. Saariaho, Papillon V from Sept Papillons, opening 

 
 


