
 

MTO 27.4 Examples: Carter, Generic Norms, Irony, and Authenticity  
in the AABA Songs of the Rolling Stones, 1963–1971 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.21.27.4/mto.21.27.4.carter.html   

 
 
 
 

 
Example 1. Stones covers formal types, 1963–65 

 

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.21.27.4/mto.21.27.4.carter.html


Example 2. Stones covers and originals by year, 1963–1969 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 3. Stones form usage in their original songs by year, 1963–1971 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 4. Tempos of Stones AABAs, 1964–1971 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 5. AABAs in Annual Top 20 by year (based on Summach 2012, 188 Ex. 4.3) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 6. Comparing AABA songs, 1915–1971 

 

 



 

 



 

  



Example 7. AABA song modes by category 

 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 8. Percentage of AABA songs with given A section lengths in measures 

 
 
 
 

Example 9. Average tempo scores for section lengths 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 10. Percentage of AABA songs with given harmonic approaches in the A section 

 
 
 
 

Example 11. Percentage of AABA songs using a given melodic form in the A section 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 12. Percentage of AABA songs with a given bridge length 

 
 
 
 

Example 13. Percentage of AABA songs with modulation or harmonic sequence in the bridge 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 14. Percentage of AABA songs with given harmonies at the end of the bridge 

 
 
 
 

Example 15. Jagger-Richards songs for other artists 

 
 
 
  



Example 16. “Classic” bridges in Jagger-Richards songs for other artists 

 
 
 
 

Example 17. Number of matches of Jagger-Richards songs for others and Stones songs with 
1960s modes, out of 19 analytical categories 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 18. Tempo and lyrics of Stones AABAs recorded 12/65–12/66 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 19. Comparing lyrical content of AABAs 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 20. Comparing AABA tempos 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 21. “Mother’s Little Helper” (1966), first verse 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 22. “19th Nervous Breakdown” (1966), A1 Section 

 



Example 23. Comparing AABA bridge harmonic progressions 

 
 
 
 
Example 24. Aspects of the Stones AABA bridges recorded between December 1965 and March 

1966 

 
 

 
  



Example 25. “19th Nervous Breakdown,” end of verse 2 and the bridge 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 26. “Mother’s Little Helper” (1966), bridge 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 27. The bridges of “Have You Seen Your Mother, Baby, Standing in the Shadow?” 
(1966) and “Let’s Spend the Night Together” (1967) 

 



Example 28. “Classic” bridge progressions in three Stones AABAs 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 29. “Stray Cat Blues” (1968), bridge 

 
 
 
 

Example 30. Stones AABA ballads, 1966–1971 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 31. “Long Long While” (1966) vs. classic twelve-bar blues progression 

 
 


