
MTO 27.4 Examples: Ho, Corporeal Musical Structure: A 
Gestural-Kinesthetic Approach to Toru Takemitsu’s Rain Tree 

Sketch II 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online) 
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.21.27.4/mto.21.27.4.ho.html  

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.21.27.4/mto.21.27.4.ho.html


Example 1. First page of Rain Tree Sketch II, mm. 1–16 

 



Example 2. Laban’s concept of effort 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 3a. Map of enhanced trace-forms in Section A of Rain Tree Sketch II 

 



Example 3b. Map of enhanced trace-forms in Section B of Rain Tree Sketch II 

 



Example 3c. Map of enhanced trace-forms in Section A’ and coda of Rain Tree Sketch II 

 



Example 4. Schematic map of Rain Tree Sketch II 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 5. Rain Tree Sketch II, mm. 1–7, 0’06”–0’28” 
Motif i circled in purple 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 6. Gestural transformations of motif i in Process I 
The colors add redundancy for easy visualization of trends: light/dark blue denotes shape; 
red/pink denotes time; light/dark green denotes weight, and light/dark orange denotes flow 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 7. Trace-form and score excerpt of mm. 9–10, 0’33”–0’35” 
Motif i and its transpositions circled in purple 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 8. Break down of trace-form and score excerpt of mm. 22–23, 1’12”–1’17” 
Motif i (truncated) circled in purple 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 9. Trace-form and score excerpt of mm. 12–14, 0’41”–0’48” 
Motif ii circled in orange 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 10. Trace-form and score excerpt of mm. 17–20, 0’57”–1’11” 
Heavy, slow, gathering/circular gestures are marked with thick orange circles 

Light, quick, scattering gesture marked with thin orange circle 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 11. Gestural transformation of motif ii 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 12. Gathering gesture of motif i in m. 27, 1’29” vs. anti-gathering gesture of motif ii in m. 
48, 2’40” 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 13. Trace-forms and score excerpt of mm. 48–9, 2’40”–2’50” (climax) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 14. Trace-form and score excerpt of m. 50, 2’50” 

 
 
 
 

Example 15. Score excerpt of mm. 12–16, 0’41”–0’56” 
Motif ii circled in orange; motif iii circled in blue 

 
 



 
 
 
 
  



Example 17. Transformations of motifs ii and iii and the stretching and unfolding of time 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 18. Trace-form and score excerpt of mm. 12–14, 0’41”–0’47” 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 19. Map of the four gestural categories with respect to time 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 20. Trace-form and score excerpt of mm. 35–6, 2’07”–2’12” 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 21. Unifying gestures. Gray curves joining left-hand and right-hand trace-forms show 
the flow of one hand to the other 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 22. Laban’s visualization of the body (Laban 1980, 28) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 23. Rocking motion, from distal to central 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 24. Macroscopic rhythm embodying gestures and silences 

 
 


