
 

MTO 28.2 Examples: Hier, Becoming and Disintegration in  
Wolfgang Rihm’s Fifth String Quartet, Ohne Titel 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)  
https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.22.28.2/mto.22.28.2.hier.html      
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Example 1. Rihm, String Quartet No. 5, bars 1–16 

 

 
 
 



Example 2. Rihm, String Quartet No. 3, end of the second movement 

 

 
 

Example 3. Gestures directed to and away from romanticism 

 



Example 4. Musical parameters and their closeness to romanticism 

 

 
Example 5. Brahms, String Quartet in C minor Op. 51, No. 1, I, bars 1–19 

 



Example 6. Gesture energy levels 

 

 
 
 

Example 7. Gestural space in Rihm’s quartet 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 8. Rihm, String Quartet No. 5, bars 358–392 

 



 



 
 
 

  



Example 9. Recomposition of Example 8 

 

 
 
 

Example 10. Gestural contour of Example 8 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 11. Rihm, String Quartet No. 5, bars 26–48 

 

 



 

 
 
 



Example 12. Rihm, String Quartet No. 5, bars 495–511 

 
 
 

  



Example 13. Recomposition of Example 11 

 

Example 14. Recomposition of Example 12 

 

 

Example 15. Large-scale form of the Fifth Quartet: becoming and disintegration 

 



Example 16. Passage C from Rihm’s String Quartet No. 5, bars 294–302 

 

Example 17. Passage B from Rihm’s String Quartet No. 5, bars 149–155 

 



Example 18. Passage A from Rihm’s String Quartet No. 5, bars 46–48 

 

 
 

Example 19. Passage W from Rihm’s String Quartet No. 5, bars 89–98 

 



Example 20. Passage X from Rihm’s String Quartet No. 5, bars 232–243 

 

 

  



Example 21. Passage Y from Rihm’s String Quartet No. 5, bars 400–406 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 22. Passage Z from Rihm’s String Quartet No. 5, bars 546–554 

 
 

Example 23. Overview of the Fifth Quartet’s formal process 

 


