
 

MTO 28.2 Examples: Lee, Rotational Principle as Teleological Genesis in the 
“Annunciation of Death” Scene from Wagner’s Die Walküre 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)  
https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.22.28.2/mto.22.28.2.lee.html        

 
 

Example 1. Dramatic structure as ABA’ form 

 

 
 
 

  

https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.22.28.2/mto.22.28.2.lee.html


Example 2. Three-part structure of the Annunciation of Death scene 

 

 



Example 3a. Question motive

 

Example 3b. Fate motive 

 

Example 4. Freia motive consisting of x and y (mm. 1–4 correspond to y in the Freia motive; z is 
new material)

 

Example 5. Love motive, from the Freia motive Motivic abbreviations: F=Fate; Q=Question; 
V=Valhalla; W=Walküre; L=Love

 



Example 6. Analysis of Stage 1 (152/4–159/1/1) Motivic abbreviations: F=Fate; Q=Question; 
L=Love 

 



Example 7. Analysis of Stage 2 (159/1/2–164/1) 

 

 



Example 8. Love motive, distorted (m. 1 corresponds to x in the original form; mm. 2–3 to y) 

 

 
 
 

Example 9. Freia motive, distorted Motivic abbreviations: F=Fate; Fr=Freia; Q=Question; 
L=Love; SW=Sword 

 

 
 
 

  



Example 10. Analysis of Stage 3 (164/2/1–172/4) 

 



Example 11. Analysis of Rotation 7 (165/1/1–166/2/4) 

 

 



Example 12. Rotation 10 (168/4/3–172/4) 

 



 









 
 

  



Example 13. Analysis of Rotation 10 (168/4/3–172/4) Motivic abbreviations: Q=Question; 
Fr=Freia; F=Fate; L=Love 

 


