
 

MTO 28.4 Examples: Geary, Analyzing the Beat in Metrically Consonant Popular Songs 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)  
https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.22.28.4/mto.22.28.4.geary.php  

 
 
 
 

Example 1. The standard rock and four-on-the-floor drum patterns 

 
 
 
 

Example 2. “Billie Jean” (Michael Jackson, 1982), Introduction 

 
 
 
 

https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.22.28.4/mto.22.28.4.geary.php


Example 3. “86” (Green Day, 1995), Verse 1 

 
 
 
 

Example 4. “Dammit” (Blink 182, 1997), Verse 1 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 5. Popular songs with a quadruple simple meter and standard rock drum pattern 

 
 
 
 

Example 6. Normal-time feel to half-time feel groove change 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 7. “Him and I” (G-Eazy and Halsey, 2017), Postchorus 2 to Bridge 

 
 
 
 

 



Example 8. “Love or Let Me Be Lonely” (Friends of Distinction, 1970) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 9. “Slow Down” (Selena Gomez, 2013) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 10. Normal-time feel to normal-time+half-time feel groove change 

 
 
 
 
Example 11. “Symphony” (Clean Bandit featuring Zara Larsson, 2018), Prechorus 1 to Chorus 1 

 
 
 

 
 

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.22.28.4/geary_vid_ex12.mp4

