
 

MTO 28.4 Examples: Margulis, Intersubjectivity and Shared  
Dynamic Structure in Narrative Imaginings to Music 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)  
https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.22.28.4/mto.22.28.4.margulis.php  

 
 

Table 1. Overview of studies described in this paper 

 

https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.22.28.4/mto.22.28.4.margulis.php


Example 1. Reprinted with permission from Margulis et al. 2022a. Visualization of narrative 
documents (nardocs) in semantic space. Each symbol represents the average position of a 

nardoc projected into the predefined embedding space. Proximity in embedding space 
corresponds to shared semantic content. Individual excerpt labels are represented by W or C for 
music tradition (Western or Chinese) followed by the excerpt number (1–16 for each). Locations 

are labeled by a larger letter (A=Arkansas, M=Michigan, D=Dimen). 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Example 2. Reprinted with permission from Margulis et al. 2022b. Mean tension ratings across 
the 60 seconds of an excerpt from the first movement of William Grant Still’s Symphony No. 1. 
The red dots show moments at which a critical mass of participants, in a separate task, reported 
imagining the start of a new event in their ongoing imagined story. The larger the dot, the more 

participants reported imagining a new event at that time. 

 
 
 
 

 

Example 3. Narrative structure reflects musical structure in an excerpt from Liszt’s “Dante” 
Symphony, S. 109 

 
 


