A JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY FOR MUSIC THEORY

MTO 29.3 Examples: Cook, 8-Bit Affordances

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.23.29.3/mto0.23.29.3.cook.html

Example 1. World Map from Faxanadu

Example 2. World Map from The Legend of Zelda



https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.23.29.3/mto.23.29.3.cook.html
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Example 4. World Map from Zelda II: The Adventures of Link




Example 5. Narrative and Aural Structure of Faxanadu
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Example 6. Square and Triangle Wave Forms, image adapted from Omegatron




Pulse 1
Pulse 2
Triangle

Noise

Example 7. The Musical Structure of the “Overworld” Theme from Super Mario Bros.
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Example 8. Loops and Recalled Material in the Super Mario Bros. “Overworld” Theme

A B C 0 A D C O D

I Al ol Il I |

loop proper loop proper recalled recalled loop proper recalled recalled
material material/ material material

loop proper



Example 9. “Throne” Theme, transcr. Dana Plank

Measure 1 2 3 4

Pulse 1 a
Pulse 2 '
Triangle b

)

a, b = 4-bar phrases
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Example 10. “Guru” Theme, transcr. Dana Plank
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Example 11. “Shop” Theme, transcr. Dana Plank
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Example 12. “Mist” Theme
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Example 13. “Eolis” Theme, transcr. Dana Plank
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Example 14. “Branch” Theme
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Example 15. “Tower” and “Zenis” Themes

Measure 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40
Pulse 1 a a a' a' < c < ¢ g g
Pulse 2 a" a" < e ' ¢ z &
Triangle b b d £ d f b' b' b" b"
q S + q _q r_r
Noise s ‘s ‘s Is s s[5 s x ¥ x ¥ B 5 ! A
t ot t ot
a = 2-bar mesoloop <, d, x = 4-bar mesoloop & % = 2-bar mesoloops
b = 4-bar mesoloop e, f, y = 8-bar mesoloops b', b" = 2-bar mesoloop vadant of b
s = 1-bar microloop q, 1, t = 1-bar microloops/repeated material
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Example 16. “Title” (transcr. Dana Plank) and “Epilogue” Themes

Measure 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Pulse 1 i a a < e z Ig g [tag* ]
Pulse 2 i |b b 3 3 h h i [ag* |
Triangle i c < c c i i k [blank]
9 9 9 9 9 9 qEeg 9 g 9 g q q q
Noise i x x x x x x x [tag® ]
2z 7y 2z 7y z— =z =z 2 z 7z z & 2 B SR~ W 2z ¥y ¥ oz oz 2
a, b, ¢, ¢ f, g h, I, x = 4-bar mesoloops j» k = variants on earlier material
i A A B B C ' *Tags appear only in Epilogue;
otherwise the tracks are identical
no macroloop, since the whole wrack does not repeat
“Title”
" et .
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Example 17. “Boss” Theme

Bar 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Pulse 1 a' a' c c & c" e
Pulse 2 a' a' c c c | " e
Triangle b' b' d |d d |d" f
a, b = 2-bar mesoloops ¢, d = 1-bar microloop e, f = 2-bar
phrase
Al Al B B C |
J n J | 1 h 1 1
Pulse 1 ' [ fan T A ={ :5‘=I gd =! 'PI;J
4 - Y .
D) @ b® B » b
- == S B
G — — -
e — K b" K H'\-—.—/ K b_.
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Triangle 7 Z i I e —— T f — — T
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Example 18. “Mantra” Theme, transcr. Dana Plank

Measure 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Pulse 1 a a at+ b

Pulse 2 a' ) a" b'+

Triangle c c8 c8 d

b = 8-bar mesoloop
c8 = c an octave lower d = 8-bar mesoloop, teminiscent of ¢
the + indicates short tag or very small variant
the ' indicates a more significant variant

a = 4-bar mesoloop
¢ = 4-bar mesoloop

I: A A A" AM B d|
macroloop
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1.' T H\I‘\"I‘I‘I” = i
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Example 19. “Town” Theme

Measure 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
Pulse 1 b B" b b" b b"
PL].]SC 2 bl blll bl blll bl blll
Triangle a a' a a' a" a™ a" 2"
Noise q q q q q q q q q q q q q q q
X ¥y x z |[x y X X y X z |Xx ¥y X z X vy x z |x vy x =z X y X z |x vy x =z
q = 2-bar mesoloop
X, ¥, z = 1-bar repeated material
a, b = 4-bar mesoloops
||3I A A' A
one 32-bar macroloop
4}
! 1 - : - ! - !
Pulse 1 [fes—7 I I | |
Sk | I 1 1
e
[4)
|7 -1 T = I = I = ]
Pulse 2 [fas—7 | | { |
AV 3 | | 1 1
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X 0 3 T
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Example 20. “Mantra” Theme revisited

23 24
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Example 21. “Trunk” Theme, transcr. Dana Plank

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
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Pulse 2

Triangle

Noise

, i = 4-bar mesoloops

4-bar mesoloop
r = 1-bar microloop with variants

d, e f

a, y = 1-bar microloop

1-bar microloops with variants

S6x

b, ¢ = 4-bar mesoloops

q = 1-bar microloop with variants

A

[N

1
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Example 22. “Tower” and “Zenis”

Themes

Bar 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40
Pulse 1 a a a' ]a' c e < e g g
Pulse 2 a" [a" o 3 ¢ ¢ &
Triangle b b d f d f b' b' b" b"
q 4 1 9 q r_r
Noise s RS S lse s X y X bd z z z z
t t t =
a = 2-bar mesoloop <, d, x = 4-bar mesoloop g % = 2-bar mesoloops
b = 4-bar mesoloop ¢, f, y = 8-bar mesoloops b', b" = 2-bar mesoloop variant of b
s = 1-bar microloop =7, t = 1-bar microloops/repeated material *greplaced by a new
theme h in Zenis
I A A B B [ o4
macroloop
Pulse 1 A B C D C D E
Pulse 2 A B [ D [ D E
Triangle A A B [ B [ A A" A"
Noise A A A A A A A A B C B C D D D
E
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A A
D D
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Example 23. “Dartmoor” Theme

38 39 40 41 42 43 44

32 33 34 35 36 37

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 101112131415 16
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Example 24. Opening Scene (Left); Closing Scene (Right)







