(ALOF THE SOCIETY FOR MUSIC THEORY

MTO 29.3 Examples: Murphy, Buffy Sainte-Marie’s Self-Expressive Voice

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.23.29.3/mto0.23.29.3.murphy.html

Example 1. “My Country ‘Tis of Thy People You're Dying” lyrics from Little Wheel Spin and

Spin (1966)

Verse 1

Verse 2 Verse 3 Verse 4 Verse 5

s movie sereens;

iz, “How can it be real?
ed cotorful, noble, and proud

You've aske t, 1 simply will render:

you'e dyig

Now that th
Now that w

Now that my life

've brought us

erica’s bought us.
you're dying.

[
My country 'tis of thy poople you're dying,

Example 2. Summary of Murphy (2023), four main features of self-expression in singer-

songwriter music

Self-Presentation

Visual components (clothing, hair, makeup, cte.)

Body language, demeanor, banter between songs
Interview persona (reasons for appearances)
Positionality (race, ethnieity, gender, sexual orientation)

Personal or Political
Lyrics

Messages about politics and/or civil rights

Personal insights that are (or seem) autobiographical

Songs acling as vehicles for personal, political, or introspective truths

(Not unique to singer-songwriler musie, but common in the 1960s and 1970s)

Techniques of Vocal

Timbre, vibrato, register, range, contour, cte.
General singing style; ability/propensity to change style within and between

Production
performances
= Type of melric structure thal is either ambiguous (unprediclable) or shifls
Flexible Meter between passages of metric regularity and metric ambiguity

Oflen seem like in-lhe-momenl responses lo lyrical conlent



https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.23.29.3/mto.23.29.3.murphy.html

Precise Regularity

@ Ideal Meter

Metronomically equal beat

spacing and durations.

Example 3. Murphy (2023), five types of flexible meter

—

Perceived Regularity

© Regular Meter

Perceptually equal beat
spacing and durations,

Accommodates expressive

timings.

Interrupted Regularity

© Reinterpreted Meter
Beats added or removed from
an otherwise Regular meter.

© 1ost Meter

Irregularity

Space between beats lengthens.

Hiatus occurs.

The perception of Regular Meter is temporarily lost.
There is an expectation for Regular Meter to return.

© Ambiguous Meter

No clear regularity.
No expectation for Regular Meter to emerge.
Includes techniques like Unrealized Durations.

Example 4. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Little Wheel Spin and Spin, 1966), Verse 1 lines 1-2

(0:00-0:12)
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Example 5. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Little Wheel Spin and Spin, 1966), Verse 1 (0:00-0:55)
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Example 6. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Little Wheel Spin and Spin, 1966), consistent vibrato on
the word “say” (1:17)




Example 7. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Little Wheel Spin and Spin, 1966), consistent vibrato in
Verse 2 (1:16-1:29)

Then further say that American history really began
When Columbus set sail out of Europe and stress

Say American history Columbus sail out

Example 8. Baez, “I'm a Rambler, I'm a Gambler” (0:40-1:03)

It’s a dark night and it’s lonesome My pony won’t travel
The moon gives no light This dark road tonight

AWA ANAASAA AV AMA AN ANMA AV AV AN
night lonesome moon  gives light pony travel dark road tonight



Example 9. Vibrato Types in “My Country”

VAVA'AAN
~MA
MA/TN\
~_
Pl

Consistent vibrato
Emerging vibrato
Dissolving vibrato

Slide

Animated vibrato



Example 10. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Little Wheel Spin and Spin, 1966), vocal style in Verse 2
(1:51-2:12)

Of the preachers who lied? How a nation of patriots
How the Bill of Rights Failed? Returned to their earth?

of preachers lied? How Bill Rights failed? How nation patriots returned  their

And where will it tell As it rang with a thud
of the Liberty Bell over Kinzua mud

thud over Kinzua mud




Example 11. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Little Wheel Spin and Spin, 1966), beginning of Verse 5
(4:53-5:22)

Ou 2

-

P ek |
o TP |

- ¥ =T

re-ceives cha-ri - ty
I

(Now)

1910 e

of the sires

that the pride

1740

(a2

o)

Ly

TR

-

that we're

1830

(Now)

be-hind laws.

safe

harm-less

Now

1700

1620

2010

Fé7

C#

cs
b -
=

o

. har 4

4
v

(Now)

-
mw = B
mm
v SN
L
¢m + m | M-
I
9!
v 2
N g 7F liity
[+]
D 8
]
g
.
IR A
=
y ﬂm
i
el
\ M oo |l
Naag g
u«.Mnn .ﬁwnv
&% A
A e

[/

have been robbed.

1780

F L
i
L ai

]
o §
hii§

(Now)

the graves

e-ven

that

Now

Fg7

1710

CE

1720

1800

i3

a3
o W — )
#

6




Example 12. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Rainbow Quest, 1966), Verse 1 (17:42-18:37)
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Example 13. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Rainbow Quest, 1966), Verse 2 (19:19-20:05)

~IMA WA ~MA
And yet where in fm history books is the tale

. . . Wy N
Of the genocide basic to this country’s birth

Of the ﬁifga\chers who gg?i/‘\?

WA N WA
How the Bill of Rights failed?

How a nation of patriots returned to their earth?

ANV ANV M W
And where will it tell of the Liberty Bell

A A A A AN

As it rang with a thud over Kinzua mud?

And of brave Uncle Sam in Alaska this year?

M AV WA WA WA AMA MA~AMA
My country ‘tis of thy people you’re dying.


https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.23.29.3/murphy_video_ex05.mp4

Example 14. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Rainbow Quest, 1966), mixing board interpretation of
vibrato and flexible hypermeter (a) Verse 1 (b) Verse 2

Wk S O

Vibrato

w S~ O

1

Flexible
Hypermeter

Vibrato

~ O

1

Flexible
Hypermeter

Example 15.

“My Country ‘Tis of Thy People You're Dying” lyrics from Medicine Songs (2017)

Verse 1 Verse 2 Verse 3 Verse 4 Verse 5
Naw that your big eyes are finally opencd Now that the longhonses “brecd superstition” A few of the conquered have samchow survived o past it just future j pride of the sires noeds charity.
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That the anes youve ealled colorfl, noble, nd proud ! The wounded, the losers, the robbed sing th For the blessings of eivilization you brought us Now that our own chasen way i a novelty.

Iin your sehoul propagand.
They starve in their splendor

You've asked for our comment, [mllpl\ will render:
My county 'tis of thy people you're

‘And yethere in your history

Of the genueide

Of the preachers wi

And the people hodid

Howw a nation of patriots returned ta their earth?
I

And how do we comfort the mis
My country ts of thy peole yo

and murdered?
dying

r Isdand to the IJImnlﬂ

dand cicted ey o Vhat 1
s people you're dying.

The lessons you've taught us;
“The ruin you've wrought us;
Oh sce what our trust in O Canada got us,
My country 'tia of thy people you're dying,

Chke on yous rue whi od scarlet hypocrisy
ttying the hl.na..m oh why can't you sec?
ar whose wings lent you glory,

Pushed some wmm from their nest;
anged their story.
mm it;
1t's all that she knows.
“Oh what can [ do?” say the privileged few
With a lump in your throat ar
Can't you sce than their poverty's pre
My counts hy people v




Example 16. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Medicine Songs, 2017), Verse 1 (0:00-0:38)
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Example 17. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Medicine Songs, 2017), line 1 (0:00-0:04)

Now that your big eyes are finally opened.
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Example 18. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Medicine Songs, 2017), end of Verse 2 (1:54-2:13)

T ~W A/VAA\VV\
And where does it tell of the starvation hell

W /‘M\A\

As the children were herded

A4

And raped and converted

AV WA M M M

And how do we comfort the missing and murdered?

WA —~M
My country ‘tis of thy people you're dying

Example 19. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Medicine Songs, 2017), breathy quality in Verse 2 (1:33-1:42)

WA WA
And yet where in your history books is the tale

M WA

Of the genocide basic to this country’s birth



