
 

MTO 29.3 Examples: Murphy, Buffy Sainte-Marie’s Self-Expressive Voice 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)  
https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.23.29.3/mto.23.29.3.murphy.html  

 
 

Example 1. “My Country ‘Tis of Thy People You’re Dying” lyrics from Little Wheel Spin and 
Spin (1966) 

 
 
 
 

Example 2. Summary of Murphy (2023), four main features of self-expression in singer-
songwriter music 

 
 
 
 
  

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.23.29.3/mto.23.29.3.murphy.html


Example 3. Murphy (2023), five types of flexible meter 

 
 
 
 

Example 4. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Little Wheel Spin and Spin, 1966), Verse 1 lines 1–2 
(0:00–0:12) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 5. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Little Wheel Spin and Spin, 1966), Verse 1 (0:00–0:55) 

 



Example 6. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Little Wheel Spin and Spin, 1966), consistent vibrato on 
the word “say” (1:17) 

 
 
 
 



Example 7. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Little Wheel Spin and Spin, 1966), consistent vibrato in 
Verse 2 (1:16–1:29) 

 
 
 
 

Example 8. Baez, “I’m a Rambler, I’m a Gambler” (0:40–1:03) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 9. Vibrato Types in “My Country” 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 10. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Little Wheel Spin and Spin, 1966), vocal style in Verse 2 
(1:51–2:12) 

 
 
 



Example 11. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Little Wheel Spin and Spin, 1966), beginning of Verse 5 
(4:53–5:22) 

 
 
 
 
  



Example 12. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Rainbow Quest, 1966), Verse 1 (17:42–18:37) 



 
 
 



Example 13. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Rainbow Quest, 1966), Verse 2 (19:19–20:05) 

  

 
  

  
 
 
 
  

https://mtosmt.org/issues/mto.23.29.3/murphy_video_ex05.mp4


Example 14. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Rainbow Quest, 1966), mixing board interpretation of 
vibrato and flexible hypermeter (a) Verse 1 (b) Verse 2 

   
 
 
 

Example 15. “My Country ‘Tis of Thy People You’re Dying” lyrics from Medicine Songs (2017) 

 
 
 
 

  



Example 16. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Medicine Songs, 2017), Verse 1 (0:00–0:38) 

 
 
 
 



Example 17. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Medicine Songs, 2017), line 1 (0:00–0:04) 

 
 
 
 

  



Example 18. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Medicine Songs, 2017), end of Verse 2 (1:54–2:13) 

 
 
 
 

Example 19. Sainte-Marie, “My Country” (Medicine Songs, 2017), breathy quality in Verse 2 (1:33–1:42) 

 
 


