
 

MTO 32.1 Examples: Nick Braae, Closure in 1970s Rock Songs 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)   

https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.26.32.1/mto.26.32.1.braae.html 

 

Example 1. Musical markers of structural and rhetorical closure 

 

 

 

https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.26.32.1/mto.26.32.1.braae.html


Example 2. Musical markers that negate structural and rhetorical closure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 3. Billy Joel, “Piano Man,” structural overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 4. Bruce Springsteen, “Thunder Road,” structural overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 5. Bruce Springsteen, “Thunder Road,” coda, melody and piano. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Example 5, continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Example 6. Meat Loaf, “Paradise by the Dashboard Light,” structural overview 

 



Example 7. Queen, “Bohemian Rhapsody,” coda 

 

 



(Example 7, continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 8. Pink Floyd, Dark Side of the Moon, structural and closure summary

 



(Example 8, continued) 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 9. Pink Floyd, Dark Side of the Moon, Summary of closure and album flow 

 
 


