
 

MTO 32.1 Examples: Joy Li, Modulations and Chromatic Mediants in Japanese Anime Songs 

(Note: audio, video, and other interactive examples are only available online)  

 https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.26.32.1/mto.26.32.1.li.html 

 

Example 1. Form graphs of the (1.1) “OP-format” and (1.2) full-length anime song (length and colors of bars represent normative sectional durations and 
thematic content, respectively; dashed borders represent sections frequently omitted) 

 

https://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.26.32.1/mto.26.32.1.li.html


Example 2. Boxplot of (2.1) measure counts and (2.2) durations for each section in OP-format anime songs from popular TV anime; (2.3) boxplot of tempo 
distribution of OP-format anime songs with versus without postchoruses 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 3. Frequency of modulations by (3.1) interval and (3.2) section in OP-format songs from popular TV anime 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 4. Hybrid sonata/verse-prechorus-chorus form graphs of the (4.1) OP-format and (4.2) full-length anime song (length and colors of bars represent 
normative sectional durations and thematic content, respectively; dashed borders represent sections frequently omitted) 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Example 5. Leitharmonic idioms of “soaring” in screen music (partially adapted from Schneller 2013 with additional annotations) 

 

 



Example 6. Introduction excerpt from “Beyond” (Daft Punk, 2013) adapted from Atkinson 2019 with additional annotations 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Example 7. PR and PR-like sequences 

 

 


